THE STORY OF…OUR SAVIOR
Lesson 4

Luke 2:1-7, 16-21

When Jesus was born, the Roman emperor, Augustus, ordered that a census should be taken throughout the
Roman Empire. (A census is when all the people are counted.)
Everyone went back to the town of their family for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King
David, he had to go to Bethlehem. He had to travel there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. It was a long
trip for Mary and Joseph.
At the time of the census, Mary was very pregnant. Her baby was going to be born any day! This long trip must
have been very difficult and uncomfortable for her.
While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem for the census, the time came for her baby to be born. Mary and
Joseph did not have anywhere to stay, but they finally found a man who let them stay in a stable with the
animals. She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger,
the box that horses and cows eat from. They named the baby Jesus.
An angel had told the shepherds that the Christ was born and they would find him in the village of Bethlehem
in a manger. The shepherds hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in
the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said
to them about this child.
All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished and surprised! The shepherds went back to their flocks,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them; the Savior
was born!

Big Idea

It is hard to believe a small baby could save the world, but it is true. God sent a baby who would grow into a
man who would show us how to live and be the light of the world. He can to save us and we came have some
of that light too when we ask Him to be in charge of our lives. The only way to be with God in heaven is through
Jesus Christ. What does that mean? It means if we choose to believe and follow Jesus, we will go to heaven.
That is the only way, by knowing Jesus.

MEMORY VERSE
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem!
(Luke 2:11 NLT)

